
KING KUSHA 


Kusha, prince of Kushavati was blessed with immense wisdom and 
extraordinary talent but he had the ugliest of faces. The beautiful 
princess Probhavati was not aware of his ugliness when she married 
him. Kusho's mother saw to it that the princess never set eyes on her 
son's face. But when she did, Prabhavati refused to have anything to 
do with her husband and went away leaving poor Kusha 
broken'hearted. 
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SHEELA VAV t THE CHIEF QUEEN OF THE HEIRLESS RING OKRAKA OF 
KUSHAVATi, WAS OFFERED A BOON BY I NORA, RING OF THE GODS. 



YOU SHALL HAVE TWO 
SONS. ONE WISE BUT 
U6LY, THE OTHER HAND* 
C SOME BUT A FOOL. 
\VS WHICH WILL YOU 
J/iSKv HAVE FIRST? 


THE WISE 
ONE,MY 
LORD. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




EVEN ASA CHILD, KUSH A WAS 
CONSCIOUS OF HIS APPEARANCE 




I TOO WOULD 
LOVE TO HAVE A 
. DAUGHTER IN 
W THE PALACE 1/ 


IN THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED, KUSHA MASTERED THE 
ARTS OF MUSICj PA!NT!NS AND SCULPTURE. ONE DAY- 


SHEELAVATI, KUSH A 

is almost sixteen 

YEARS OLD. I WOULD 
LIKE TO PLACE HIM 
ON THE THRONE 
WHILE I AM 
AUVE.BUT BEFORE 
I DO, I'D UKE 
SEE HIM 
MARRIED. 
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KING KUSHA 


BUT I CANNOT 
TELL MY PARENTS 
THIS. IT WOULD 
hurt THEM. I 

must find A 

WAY OUT. 



£ MATTER A GREAT DEAL 
UPON A PLAN. 



\T£ A BEAUTIFUL 

ask FOR the 

SOMEONE 

F /ATTLY LIKE IT FOR A WIFE 


//f f. 
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WHEN THE MAGE WAS COMPLETED , 
KUSHA COULD NOT HELP ADMIRING 
HIS OWN WORK, r 



HE THEN BROUGHT HIS MOTHER r 0 

IF YOU CAN 
ME A PRINCESS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




TAKE THIS FIGURE HE HAS 
CREATED AND TOUR THE 
COUNTRY" EXHIBITING IT. WHEN 
YOU COME ACROSS ITS LIVING 
LIKENESS, PRESENT THE IMAGE 
TO HER FATHER AND REQUEST 
X HIM FOR HER HAND ON BEhALF 
ijft' OF YOUR KING. 


PRINCE KUSHA,THE GIFT OF 
INDRA, IS HIGHLY' TALENTED. 
HE WILL HAVE NONE BUT A 
PRINCESS WORTHY / 
ki\ OF HIM. 


AS USUAL, THEY PLACED THE IMAGE AT A 

conspicuous SPOT ; THEN — 


THE COUNCILLORS TRAVELLED FROM 
KINGDOM TO KINGDOM,EXHIBITING 
THE IMAGE,TILL AT LAST THEY ARRIV¬ 
ED AT 5AGALA, THE CAPITAL OF THE 
KINGDOM OF MAZDA. 


NOW LET US STAND AWAY 
FROM IT AND OVERHEAR 
THE COMMENTS OF 
THOSE WHO PASS BY. y< 
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BY SEVEN OP E,BHT_ MM OS CAME ^J 





IT'S A ) 
METAL lMA6E?y 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



BUT THE OLD HUNCHBACK SOON RECOVERED 
HER COMPOSURE, 


_f KA! HA! WHAT A FOOL 

I'VE BEEN. I MISTOOK THIS' 
CHEAP IMA6E TO BE 
THE PRINCESS. 


HAf HA! HOW 
COULD YOU? 
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MEANS 


THE COUNCILLORS WERE OVERJOYED . 



S' > 
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DO 


WHAT 


WHAT I SAY. THIS \ 
IMAGE WOULD APPEAR 
UGLY BEFORE HER. AND 
I A/A HER NURSE / 
V WHO SAYS SO. yA 
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KING KUSHA 



THE DEU6HTED COUNCILLORS IMMEDIATELY 
AUDIENCE WITH PRABHAVATt’S FATHER . MT 


WE GLADLY AGREE. 
WE WOULD BE 

HONOURED BY THE 
ALLIANCE . 


your majesty, our\ 

KIN6,OKKAKA OF \ 
KUSHAVATI, IS ANXIOUS 
TO PLACE HIS SON, 
THE BRAVE PRINCE 
KUSHA, ON THE 
THRONE. WE REQUEST 
YOU ON HIS BEHALF , 
FOR THE HAND OF h 
PRINCESS jJ- 
x PRABHAVATI. ^ ’Jf 



WHEN KINO OKKAKA AND QUEEN 
SHEELAVATI HEARD THE WHOLE STORY— 
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THE y WERE RECEIVED GRACIOUSLY BY THE RING, 
7 and HER SEVEN YOUNGER SISTERS. - lM ■■ 


WHEN THEY 
THE queen, 



LATER , WHEN PRABHAVAT! CAME TO PAY 
HER RESPECTS TO SHEELAYAT! — y 


SHOULD THIS DAZZLING BEAUTY 
SEE MY SON'S PACE, SHE WILL RUN\ 
AWAY FROM HIM THAT VERY 
MOMENT. YET I MUST NOT FAIL MYj 
SON. LET ME SEE WHAT I CAN DO. 

,OJ 


Ms a •’ 


.. 


WHEN PRABHAVAT! HAD LEFT, SHEELA- 
VATt SPOKE TO THE KING OFMAPDA. 1 



KING KUSHA 



WE HAVE AN UNUSUAL 
TRADITION. IF SHE WILL 


WE WILL TAKE HER AS 
OUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 


WHAT IS THE 
TRADITION? 


A WIFE IS NOT PERMITTED 
TO SEE HER HUSBANCfe 
FACE TILL SHE HAS 
CONCEIVED. WILL 



PRABHAVAT! AGREED TO RESPECT THE TRADITION AND AFTER MUCH GIVING 
AND RECEIVING OF GIFTS ., OKKAKA AND SHEELAVATI ESCORTED THEIR DAUGHTER- 
IN-LAW, ALONG YV/TH HER NURSE AND A VAST RETINUE, TO KUSHAVATf. 








































































































































































HAVE THE CITY DECORATED 
RELEASE ALL PRISONERS. 
THE WEDDING AND 
THE CORONATION OF 
L PRINCE KUSHA SHALL 

88 CELEBRATED y . 
TOOAY* 


NEfWEP KUSHA NOP PRABHAVATI 


AH • I CAN ONLY 
IMAGINE HOW SHE 
LOOKS BY THINKING 
OF MY GOLDEN 
\ IMAGE. A 


PLA<S THE VEENA* 
HE MUST HAVE 
THE SENSITIVE r' 
FACE OF A J 
MU5C1AN. 


A FEW LA*, AFTER THE WEbatJO,ri'K5 PJJOHA CAVE TO SHEELA/ATI 
MOTHER, PLEASE PERM' ’ ■■ —*• /Oi wii i HAVF 

b ?t L ^% a ~ " "v&V: ¥ mrr UNTIL SH 
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KING KUSHA 
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I I CANNOT 
TILL THEN 


mi 


/ 


MOTHER 








ALL RIGHT. GO TO THE 
ELEPHANT STALLS DISGUIS¬ 
ED AS A KEEPER. I WILL 
BRING PRABHAVATI THERE 
BUT SEE THAT YOU DO 
NOT MAKE YOURSELF 
-v KNOWN TO HER. 



SHEELAVAT! THEN I 
PRABHAVATI. i-r- r 

YOU HAVE NOT 
YET SEEN YOUR 
LORD’S ELEPHANTS. 
COME,| WILL SHOW 
THEM TO YOU. 




v . 






WHEN KUSHA SAW PRABHAVATI AS SHE WALKED 



DETERMINED 70 FIND OUT, HE PICKED UP A HANDFUL OF DUNG AND FLUNG IT 
AT HER .: 




















































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PGABHAVAT! WAS ENRAGED. 




A5 SHEELAVAT! PACIFIED HER AND 

huprbd her away— i 

»T ASK FOR 


MOTHER, I MUST 
SEE MY HUSBAND' 
-ACE-JUST ONCE 


THAT. IT WOULD 

INAUSPh 
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I WILL TELL KUSHA 
TO SEND JAYAMRATI 
IN A PROCESSION 
THROUGH THE 
STREETS. HE CAN 
WEAR KUSHA J S 
CLOTHES AND < 
iRIDE ON HIS 



KING KUSHA 


POOR KUSHA NAS NOT GO¬ 
ING TO MISS THE CHANCE 
OF SEEING HIS WIFE AGAIN. 





WHAT AN IMPUDENT 


HE HAS f HOW 
CARE HE WAVE 
ml TO ME! _ „ 






DON'T BE MISLED BY LOOKS 
THAT MAN IS CAPABLE AND 
THE KING MUST HAVE A 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT PRABHAVATl WAS NOT 

CONVINCED . |--- 

-- 7 -- 1 NO MAN WOULD 

/ BE ALLOWED TO BEHAVE UKE 

\ that however excellent 

HIS SERVICES MIGHT BE. 
CAN IT BE THAT HE IS 
KINS KUSH A AND THEV 
DO NOT LET ME SEE 
HIM BECAUSE HE IS 
SO U6LY? 

A 








THE KINS WILL 
BE THE FIRST TO 
AUSHT FROM THE 
ELEPHANT GO. 
DON'T WASTE 
ANY MORE 

time, 



WHEN THE NURSE SAW KUSHA AUGHT FIRST, SHE 
WAS SHOCKED. - - 


WHATflS THAT \ 
HIDEOUS ONE 1 
& KING KUSHAJ^/ 








PRABHAVATl'S NURSE? 
SHE IS HERE TO SPY 
ON ME. , 
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KING KUSHA 



SHE WENT BACK TO PRABHAVATl WHO 
EA6ERL/ AWAITED HER RETURN . 


THE ONE THAT SAT 
FRONT WAS THE FI 
\. TO AUGHT. 




{ 


1 



THE SECOND SIGHT OF PRA 
MADE KUSHA WANT TO SEE 
VET AGAIN HE SPOKE TO HI* 
MOTHER .j 


WELL THEN, IF YOU 
MUST, ENTER THE 
LOTUS POOL, 
CONCEAL NOURSELF 
V AND WAIT. 
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UTTLE LATER, SHEELAWT1 BROUGHT PRA3H AM77 70 THE GAPD&J, 

what a beautiful^, 7 certainly. I’ll GO JV if V* 



A5 SHE STRETCHED OUT HEP HAND TO 
PLUCK IT — r 



EE-EE -AH • A GOBLIN 
HAS CAUGHT HOLD 
OF ME. 


Tfl AM KINS 
> KUSHA* 




KING KUSHA 



SURROUNDED BY 


AND HER MAIDS. 


I WAS RIGHT. IT WAS 
HIM ALL THE TIME. 
WHY SHOULD I LIVE 
WITH SUCH AN UGLY, 
HIDEOUS MAN, 
POWERFUL KING 
XtHOUGH HE BE. / 


SHE SUMMONED THE COUNCILLORS MHO HAD 


HAVE MY CHARIOT 
READY. I WILL RETURN 
THIS VERY DAY 
\tO MY PARENTS.^ 


B-BUT... 

YES,YOUR 

MAJESTY. 


KUSHA 


KNOWING WHAT TO DO, THEY WENT AND 


DO NOT STOP HER, 
SHE WOULD BE UN 
HAPPY. I WILL GO 
AFTER HER LATER 
AND BRING HER 
kBACK WITH HER 
CONSENT. . 


CONSCIOUSNESS . SHE FOUND 






















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THOUGH KUSHA SO KIND-HEART - 
EDU LET PRABHAVATf 00,HE WAG 
DESOLATE. TWO DATS LATER - 




EQUIPPING HIMSELF WITH ALL THAT 
HE WOULD NEEDj KUSHA SET OUT FOR 



WHEN HE REACHED SAQALA, HE ENTERED 
THE PALACE AND FOUND HIS WAY TO 
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KING KUSHA 



THEY 

AND t 


:D. KUSHA TUNED HIS 
TO PLAY : rr ^—t 



IN THE PALACE , PRABHAMATt SUDDENLY 
WOKE UP. 


rwose pure notes. 

EV CAN ONLY CONE 
FROM HIS VEENA. HOW I 
LOVED TO HEAR THEM 



EARL/ 


KUSHA 

I MUST NOW TRY 
TO MEET PRABHAVATI 
WITHOUT LETTING ANY- 
KNOW 


WOKE 



HE WENT TO THE ROYAL POTTER AND BECAME 
HIS APPRENTICE. A FEW DAYS LATER- 


WHY, MY SON, YOU AR 
TALENTED! THESE 
VASES ARE BEAUTI¬ 
FUL} I SHALL TAKE 
THEM TO 
RIGHT 


MASTER, DO NOT FOR¬ 
GET. THIS ONE WITH 
THESE FIGURES IS FOR 
PRINCESS PRABHAVATI. 
MADE IT SPECIALLY 
FOR HER. 

























































































































































































































































M-MY N 
APPRENTICE 
YOUR 

MAJESTY. , 


NOT your appre 

TICE BUT YOUR MASTER 
henceforth HE SHALL 
MAKE ALL THE 
FOR MY DAUGHTERS.YO 
MAY TAKE THE VASE 
TO THEM., HOWEVER. 

AH • YOU MAY GIVE 


SUCH EXQUISITE 
w WORKMANSHIPS 


when the princesses saw the i/ases- 


LOOK AT THIS ONE 
I'LL KEEP IT. . 


HOY/ DELIGHTFUL 
THEY ARE? A 
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THIS IS N0T .^2°TU P^TRLITH 
WORK. TELL ME the TRUTH, 

WHO MADE THEM? 
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KING KUSHA 




POTTER 


KUSHA ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED AT THE PALACE 




BUT THe KING 
CERTAINLY LIKED 
*OUR WORK. HER 
THESE GOLD QO 
ARE A GIFT TO 
YOU FROM HIM 


T 


i 
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YOU 
KEEP 
lONE£ 

IT'S NO USE MY 
STAYING HERE. 
I'D BETTER TRY 
FROM ELSEWHERE 


Jf M • 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HIMSELF TO THE ROYAL WICKER 


KUSHA LEFT THE POTTER A 
WORKER. A FEW PAYS LATER 


WHAT ARE 
MAKING? 


WHOEVER HE IS,HE IS " 
THE BEST WORKER ^VE'iv 
HAD 50 FAR.HOW \ 
..wDEFTLY HIS V 

A. v VV LINGERS > 
KvA. MOVE. ) 


/ REMARKABLE 
WORKMANSHIP* 
I SHALL TAKE 
IT TO THE 
v KING RIGHT 
v AWAY. I 


A PALM LEAF FAN FOR THE 
ELDEST PRINCESS.SEE, V 
HERE SHE IS, STAND- Ah 
IN6 9/ THIS PILLARvfifi 


SljNOT YOUR APPRENTICE 
\ \ BUT YOUR MASTER, 
A GIVE HIM 


COINS 
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KING KUSHA 





r HA! HA! IT 
WAS NOT KING 
KUSHA WHO MADE 
THAT FAN.SO WHY 
DO YOU DISOWN 
v IT, PRABHAVATI ? 


THE MOMENT PRABHAVATI SAW THE FAN , 


i THE WICKER- WORKER RETURNED, AND TOLD ' 
- KUSHA ALL THAT HAPPENED AT THE PALACE . 1 


WOMEN ARE STRANGE 
I DON’T KNOW WHY 
THREW IT ON THE 
FLOOR IN A RAGE . 


_‘ FLUNG THE FAN ON THE FLOOR 

'' w b ' * ' DON'T YOU 

DARE SHOW 
ME SUCH 
INFERIOR 
< WORK EVER 
AGAIN 


< l 






KUSHA KNEW, 


I WILL HAVE TO TRY | 
SOME OTHER MEANS 
TO MEET HER. 








































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



i 
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KUSHA WAS LUCKY. THE ROYAL COOK 
$ HAD SACKED ONE OF HIS ASSISTANTS 
WPiAT VERY 



AND DON’T EVER 
ME SEE YOU 
NEAR THE ROYAL 
KITCHEN AGAIN. 




SO THE MOMENT KUSH A 
THE ROYAL COOK — 


IN FACT, I NEED < 

A HELP. BUT YOU 
WILL HAVE TO 
COOK YOUR j 
OWN MEAL & 
IN THE KIT- W 
CHEN MEANT 

for ( *> 

vMENIALS. J’lM 7 


THAT IS NO 
PROBLEM, 
. SIR. . 



KUSHA SOON BECAME AN EXPERT COOK - BETTER EVEN THAN HIS MASTER . 
ONE 


KING KUSHA 




AFTER THE KINO HAD TASTED IT 


HENCEFORTH YOUR ASSISTANT 
SHALL COOK FOR ME AND MY 
DAUGHTERSAHJAND GIVE HIM/ 
THESE GOLD COINS. Sk 


3 . 


KV 
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KUSHA WAS EXTREMELY HAPPY WHEN HE HEARD ABOUT THE KING'S ORDER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



DO OR HE WILL 
STAY ON .THIN KING 
M I'VE YIELDED. 


I FEEL SORRY FOR HIM. 
YET I MUST NOT LET < 

_ HIM KNT*Ay THAT I \ 


THE NETT PAY- 
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KUSHA, I CANT BEAR 
THE SIGHT OF YOUR 
UGLY FACE. GO BACK 
TO KUSHAVATl. IT IS 
NOT RIGHT FOR 
YOU TO WASTE 

TOUR *HWE HERE 


I AM NOT GOING BACK 
WITHOUT YOU. I WANT 
YOUR LOVE AND NOT 
THE THRONE. I WOULD 
GLADLY GIVE UP CROWN 
AND THRONE TO 
LIVE NEAR YOU. 


\ 








•A- 






* 







KING KUSHA 



KUSHA GAZED FOR A/FOMENT AT THE 
CLOSED DOOR , AND THEN WENT DOWN. 




IN SEVEN MONTHS,SHE 
HAS NOT SO MUCH AS 
LET ME HAVE A GLIMPSE - 
OF HER. WHY DO I PINE 
FOR HER ? SHE 15 HARSH 
AND CRUEL. I WILL < 
RETURN TO MY KING- 
_ DOM AND MY BARENTS. 


BUT SEVEN LONG MONTHS PASSED AND KUSHA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


TELL EACH KING 
THAT yOU OOME 
FROM THE COURT 
OF MADC*. 







SUCH A Cl 
THINS TO 


DAUGHTER? 


tccmtr 


IF I SEND HER TO 
ANY ONE OF THEM| 
IT WILL BE WAR 
WITH THE 
OTHER SIX. 







KING KUSHA 


//HEN PRABHA VATt HEARD OR Hi 
DEC/S/ON, SHE WA 6 TERRI Ft ED 


/WHY DID SHE s 
REJECT A 
HUSBAND AS 
POWERFUL AS 
KINS KUSHA? 
LET HER 
V SUFFER y 
i^FOR IT. / 


SHE RAN TO HER MOTHER'S CHAMBER 


HE IS HERE, 
MOTHER. COME 
I'LL TAKE YOU, 
TO HIM. y 


MOTHER!/ O PRABHAVATI,! AM \ 

^ UCI Dl CCC 1C OKU V 


HELPLESS. IF ONLY 
KiNS KUSHA WERE 

h^mHERE. 


PRABHAVAT/ LED HER MOTHER TO THE KITCHEN . 


LOOK*THERE HE IS- 
IN THE SUISEOFA 
COOK. HE CAME 
HERE FOR MY SAKE 



















































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PAN FOPWARD AND FELL AT KUSH'A 3 5 FEET 



MY LORD, FORGIVE ME. I HAVE\ 
DONE YOU GREAT WRONG. I 
AM TO FAY FOR IT WITH MY 
LIFE. YES. THIS BEAUTIFUL 
P BODY OF MINE,OF WHICH I 
WAS SO VAIN IS TO BE CUtJb 
INTO PIECES,TO BE GIVEN 




B-BUT* WH- 
WHAT ABOUT 
THE SEVEN 
KINGS? 


WHAT! WILL ANYONE 
DARE TOUCH MY 
S, DEAR WIFE WHEN 
I AM YET AUVE! 


if* 


LEAVE THAT TO ME. 
GO. BATHE AND ADORN 
YOURSELF AND WAIT J 
FOR ME IN YOUR / 


PALACE 
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